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The first Latin vita dedicated to St. Adalbert of Prague (ca. 956-997), written probably by Iohannes Canaparius in Rome (ca. 999) following Adalbert's martyr's death in Prussia, is a hagiographic tour de force. This text attempts to deal with its hero's repeated desertion of his episcopal see and of his flock (in 989 and 994), by putting a very clever spin on this highly problematic aspect of Adalbert's life. My presentation will look at the rhetorical ways and means which allowed the author of this hagiographic text to convert an episcopal failure into an unobjectionable quest for personal salvation by shifting the emphasis from Adalbert's twice failed career as a bishop of Prague to the few years he spent as a monk in Rome. I will argue that Canaparius' text was meant not only as an apology for Adalbert's flight from the field of duty into the safe haven of the monastery, but also as a means of self-promotion for Canaparius and his Roman monastic community, which had harbored the fugitive bishop. Finally, I will attempt to reconstruct the historical circumstances which inspired and made necessary such a self-advertising piece of hagiography, which I believe should be read in the context of monastic rivalry in Central Italy at the end of the tenth century and of fierce competition in claiming (and monopolizing) the patronage of the newly emerged saint.
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